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The sabseription price of this paper for a year is Panrz
Dorrans, payeble inadvance.

For the long Sessions of Uongress (averaging eightmouths)
the price will be Two Dollars ; for the short Sessions One
Dollar per copy.

A reduction of 20 per cent, (or one-ffth of the full charge)
will be made to one who shall order and pay for, at one
time, five uopiea.:fvlho Weekly r:x:r; and & like reduction
of 25 per cent. (or one-fourth ¢ full charge) to any one
who will order and pay for at one time ten or more coples.

No aceounts being kept for this paper, it will not be for-
warded to any one unless paid for in advance, nor sent any
longer then the time for which it is so paid for.

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

Meeting of Regents of Smithsonian Institution.

The Board of Regents of this Institution met at
the room of'the Viece President on Monday last,
agreeably to adjournment. ‘There was a general
attendance of the m now in. Washington,
(Mesers, Cuoare and Hawrey not having yet ar-
rived.) SRASASET

‘Mr. Sparox, on behalf of the Executive Committee, pre-
sented a report of the state of the funds of the institution.
From this report it appears that its financial affairs are in a
very prosperous condition, At the time of the establishment
of the institution, in addition to the original fund of $515,169,
there bad acerued in the form of interest $242,120 ; the latter
sum the Regents were authorized by the act of Congress to
expend for the ercction of a building sad for other purposes.
They have, however, thus far encroached upon this sum only
to the amount of about §30,000; and it is confidently believ-
ed that, by adbering to the plan of finance adopted, at the end
of three years (within which time the building is to be com-
pleted) there will be left at least $150,000 of interest to be
sdded to the original principal for other objects of the bequest.

General Torrsx, from the Building Committee, reported
upon the progress of the Smithaonian edifice. From this it
appears that the east wing will be finished by the first of Jan-
uary and the weat wing carly in the spring. The main part
of the building has been commenced, and, from the results
thus far, it is confidently expected that the building will be
completed for the sum of $205,000, appropriated by the Board

for these purposes.
The Secretary, Professor Hexny, presented his report of

the operations of the past year, from which we glean the fol-
lowing particulars :

The programme of organization has been submitted to a
number of Literary and Scientific Societies, and has in every
case received their spprobation. The Officers of these insti-
tutions have expressed o willingness to co-operate with this
institution in carrying out the plans which have been sdopled.
Until the end of three years from next March, only one-
half of the income of the.original fund is to be appropriated to
the active operations of the instilution, the other part of the

#whols income to be devoted to the building fund ; and there-
fore the institution cannot be put in full operation until afier
the end of the time ubove mentioned.

It will be recollected that the programme embraces, 1st, the
plan of publishing original Memoirs on all branches of know-
ledge in a series of volumes; 2dly, the institution of original
rescarches under the direction of suitable persons; 3dly, the
publication of a series of reports from year to year, giviug an
account of the progress of the different branches of knowledge;
and, 4thly, the foundstion of a library and & museum of ob-
jects of nature and art.

The first volume of the contributions has been published
and partially distributed to colleges and learned sociélies. Be-

fore the types were dietributed, the suthors were permitted to

strike off an edition for their own benefit, aud it is this edi-
tion which is now offered for sale. Applications have been

made for the first volume from many scademies and minor in-

stitutions, and, were the means sufficient for the purpose, the

institution would supply all demands; but, with its limited

i , this is impossible. The periodical reports, however,
being less expensive, will be much more widely distributed.

Preparations have been made for the poblication of fhe second
volume of the contributions, and a sufficient number of me-
noirs have been already accepted or are in proparation to sup-

ply the materials.

Under the second head is mentioned the publication of oc-
cultations for facilitating the determination of the longitude of

important places, ordered at the last meeting of the Board.

These have been so well received that another set has been
prepared and is now ready for distribution for 1849 among all
persons interested in practical astronomy. An Ephemeris has

also been prepared and published of the planet Neptune. A
beginning has been made towards establishing a system of Me-
teorological observations, orderad st the last meeting, the blank
forms being now in the bsnde of the lithographer, and will
shortly be ready to send to those who may be willing to join
in the observations. Several sets of instruments huve been
sent to remote stations on the coast of the Pacific and in the

interior of our continent, and investigations in reference to
terrestrial magoetism have been instituted. Under the auspices

of the institution an important literary enterprise has been

echin ation
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' MORNINGS IN THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE.

FIRST MORNING,
Having recoutly devoted an occisional hour to the exami-
nation of the Exploring Expedition curiositios in the Maseum
of the National Institute, the idea has occurred to the writer
of this that something might be done towards instrucling and
entertaining our readers by deseriling the various articles that
have attracted bis syention. If un spology wers necessary

the number of persons who apnuclly visit the National Mu-
geum is estimated at seventy thousnd ; and besides, as there
is no printed catalogue of this collection, (though a sgientific

for writing upon this subject, the iact might be mentioned that |

—_—

WASHINGTON: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1848,

THIRTIETH CONGRESS.

Moxpay, DEceMBER 18, 1848,

: IN SENATE.

Mr. DOUGLABS, in pursusnce of notice, asked and ob-
tained lpave to bring in a bill granting the right of way to the
State of Ilinois and a donation of public lands for the puf-
pose of constructing a to connect the upper and lower
Miesissippi with the chain of lakes at Chicago,

The bill having been read the first and second time by its
title, wus referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and
ordered to be printed.

Mr. DOWNS, in pursusnce of notice heretofize given,

one is in preparation, ) our desultory remarks may be received
n# a.sort of lemporary substitute.

cases numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4, which dontain the various nr-
ticles brought by the expedition under the command of Capt.
Wiskes from the Fejee [slanls, the population of which
numbers about 133,000 inhabitants,

And, first, 88 1o theit favorite implement of war, the Fe-
Jjee club.  The collection here brought together is quite com-
Fplote, consisting of the malomi, airon, toka, and ula. They
vary in form and size, andy. being made of brown ebony snd
iron-wood, and completely knotted, appear to be a terrible
weapon indeed. Some of the specimens resemble the wur-
club of the American Indian, only that the former are finished
with greater care and more extensively ornamented. When
a Fajee warrior bas taken the life of an enemy with his club,
he does not, like the Pawnee Indian, take the scalp of the-de-
ceased and attach it to his girdle, but he extracts one of his
handsomest teethand sets it as a jowel in the head of his club ;
and, therefore, whenever you sce a Fejes club ornamented
with a dozen of these jewels, you may know that a dozen
souls have been dispatched by it into the world to come. But
this is not the only manner in which the Fejees proclsim and
perpetunte their deeds of blood ; for they have u fashion of
making necklaces out of human teeth, which the young he-
roes of the nation are in the habit of presenting to their
brides. From this fact we may conclude that the Fejee la-
dies are particularly purtiel to a ““fine row of teeth.” A
number of these ornaments may be seen in the collection un-
der consideration.

Of Fejee Wigs, Combs, and Ping there are a number of
good specimens. ‘I'he wigs are made of human wool, very
black, and packed on to the skull fo the thickness of several
inches. The combs and pins are made of whalebone and

We would in the present paper direct attention tom.h-!

asked and obtained leave to introduee a bill authorizing new
selactious of land in lieu of worthless school sections, or sec-
tions of inferior quality, sod for other purposes ; which was

| read the first and second times, and referred to the Commitiee

on Pullic Lands.

Mr. KING, in purst
and obtained leave to
duties on an equatorial teleszope, contracted for
order of the trustees of the

The bill baving
title, was referred ta the Committee on Finunce,

THE EVERGLADES OF FLORIDA.

On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the Senate took up the
bill to authorize the draining of the everglades in the State of
| Florida, and to grant the same to the said State for that pur-
| pose ; when— °
| On motion of Mr. W., the further consideration of said
bill was postponed until Wednesday next, for which day it
was made the gpecial order.

ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA AS A S8TATE.

Mr. DOUGLAS moved that the Senate take up the bill
for the sdmission of California as a State into the Union,
with a view to its reference ;: which motion having been
agreed to, the bill was read a second time.

Mr. D. then moved that the bill, with the smendments sub-
| sequently offered by himself and printed, be referred to the
| Committee on Territories.

Mr. BERRIEN. The uniform practice of the Senate in
disposing of u billfor the admission of a State islo refer it tother
Committee on the Judiciary. I was struck the other day with-
the novel direction which it was proposed to give to this bill,-
{ and I have since requested one of the officers of the Senate to

consult the Journal upon the subject. Upon looking at the
Journal of the Senate I find that, on the 14th of February,
1845, the bill for the admission of Florida into the Union was
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. On the 23d of
December, 1846, the bill of the House of Representatives for
the admission of Iowa into the Union was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. On the 17th of February, 1847,
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given, asked

of
introduce a bill for the remission of

cocoanut fibres. A Fejee barber is universally censidered
one of the great men of his nation, and it is oftens the case
that a whole day will be employed upon the head of a single
individual, In connexion with this subject we may mention
the Fejee pillow, which is made of wood, (lnmsujng like a
wooden horse,) and employed to support the head jwhen the
proprieter thereof would like to rest himself withou} spoiling
the arrangement of his hair. Itis an inventjon peculiar to
the Fejees, we believe, and is quite curious. Sevenal speci-
mens may be seen at the National Institute.

Shell Ornaments.—In this department of art I£e Fejees
are well represented, and the conchologist will here find beau-
tiful specimens of the peari-shell und the orange auris, the

for many hundred dollars. .

Sea Slug.—This is the name of an article resembling a
blackened pgtate, which is exported from the Fejee Islands
to China as a species of food, and considered by the Chinese
a great delicacy.
can the thing be masticated ; and it is certain that n
pative of the Celestial Empire would have the
attempt its Jemolishment.

Idols,—OfF these there aro three or four Upeﬂ'lllﬂ*, which
are painted black, and particularly hideous. _

Musical Instruments,—Flutes and pipes sre here i abun-
dance ; the former are constructel 80 as to be hlown with the
nose, and the latter, though exceediogly rude, beara close
resemblance to the pipes used by the shepherds of Scolland at

but a
ihood to

A Frjee Drum.—Thia instrament resembles more an In-
dian dug-oul, or an ordinary pig-trough, and is sounded by
beating on the inner-side. It is about four feet long and two
in beight, and is the last thing in the world thet & man would
conclude to be a drum.

Fejee Potlery.—Of all the barbarians in the South Beas
| who are known to be acquainted with the manufacture of pot-
tery, the Fejees aro the most accomplished. The specimens
brought home by the Expedition are quite numerous, and in
texture and workmanship they are really beautiful. The
drinking vessels are made with holes at the top, and, instead
of placing them to the mouth, they are held suspended over
the meuth, and the liquid poured down the throat. By this
srrangement a number of persons can drink from the same
vepsel without any offence to the fastidious ; for it must be
remembered that the Fejees are quite as parficular as they
are oufrageous and barbarous in their customs.

A Fejee Oracle.—~This is an article made of a cocoanut
shell, and covered by mesns of glue with a coating of scar-
let soeds of the abrus species.

Fishing Nets.—Of there thore are a great variety, and

copumenced, viz. the preparation of a bibliographical L

of all books relating to or published in America prior to the
. year 1700 ¢ the expense of preparation of this work being de-
frayed by the subscriptions of s number of institutions and in-
dividaals, This work will indicate the libraries in this coun-
try snd Burope where the ‘books are to be found. Instru.
ments have been ordered for observations in astronomy, mag-
aotism, and other terrestrial phenomena, to be placed under
the direction of Lieut. Grrruss, in his expedition to Chili.
These, it is hoped, will be paid for by a further appropristion
by the General Government towards this object.

With regard to the periodical reports to be published, we
learn the following particulars. These reports are to be as ex-
tensively cireulated an the funds of the institation will allow,
and are intended to give an account of the progress of the dif-
ferent branches of knowledge throughout the world. In many
cases the periodical reports will be preceded by preliminary
roports on the previous state of the branch of knowledge to
which the former pertain. A pumber of these are in process
of preparation, vis. one upon Chemistry, spplied to Agricul-
ture ; one upon the Forest Trees of America ; one on the
Phenomena of Lightning ; one on the later discoveries in As-
Aronomy ; and one on the practical use “of Meteotological in-
struments,

_Appended to the Secretary’s report is the report of the As.
sistant Secretary (Profossor JswurT) on the Library, an ac-
count of which we will give our resders in a fature number.

; Profensor Hexnx's raport ends with an allusion to the mu-
nificent donation of Dr. Hane, of Philadelphin, which has al-
ready been noticed in our columns.
——
OPINION ON THE EUROPEAN CONTINENT.

CORRESPONDRNCE OF THE JOURNAL OF COMMERCE.
? Panis, Novemnen 23, 1848,
The Election Returne from the UsiTen Stares have been
thhw{oyin! land, but 1 t the Conti-
mont the election x:'

sure) of Tavvon

\ conservative party, nor any man who is not inelined
to Hu-,lh star of manifest destiny, no mtu‘:.u
or what scenes of anarchy it may

to be to
to

by s 4 vt |

what renders them remarkable i the fact that, though made
from the Hibiscus, they are as besutiful in texture as the
finest made from American twine. In the same case with
the above may be found a variety of mats, fans, and aprons,
which are all well worth examining on sccount of their cu-
rious mechanism.

HEALTH OF THE CITY.

At n meeting of the Bosrd of Health held at the City Hall
on Monday ovening lnst, resolations were adopted having for
their object a thorough cleansing of the streets and alleys of
the city. They also recommend that the City Authoritiesshall
furnish the Street Commissioners with all necessary funds for
bringing about such a reform in regard 1o the cleansing of the
city as will render any epidemic which may visit us compara-
tively powerless. A member of the Board of Health informs
us that the city at the present time is in a remarkably healthy
condition, notwithetanding the unnsturally warm weather
which we have had for the last ten days. Not a single case
of Smallpox, or any disease resembling the Cholera, is to be
found within the Timite of the city, and it is not apprehended,
by those who ought to know, that there is any cause for slarm
in regard to the healthiness of the city.

NATIONAL MONUMENT.
| The work on the foundation of the Washington National
Monument has been suspended for the winter. It i now
about twenly-one feet from the foundation, (whe:e it is eighty-
one feet square,) and fourteen feet above the surface ; the
whole of solid masonry, and presenting a mass of stone un-
equnlled in this country. During the winter the marble,
obtained from the quariies near Baltimore, will be drossed
wnd prepared for setting early in the spring, when the work
will be resumed, and the siructure carried up as rapidly as
possible. This megnificent monument will, when completed,
be worthy of the illustrioos patriot in whose honor it is to be
erccted, and highly creditable to the gratitade of the people
by whose contributions it i« to beroared. It is to be hoped
that these contributions will be entirely adequate to #o noble
and patriotic an objoet ; and that for the credit of the Amer-
!jean] peaple it will not be stopped for the want of fands to
complete it. It is the groatest work of the age, and will be
an eternal and stupendous monument of the gratitude and
veneration of the people of the United Siates to the memory
of their illustrions eountryman.

lalter being so rare that single ehells have been known to sell |

In looking at the article the wonder is.how |

| the bill for the admission of Wieconsin was referred to the

Committee on the Judiciary. Now, I am not aware of any

reason why the practice of the Senate should be departed from
| in this instance. Bills for the organization of territorial gov-
ernments have been uniformly referred to the Committee on
Territories, whilst those for the admission of States into the
Union have been invariably referred to the Commitiee on the
Judiciary. I do not see the chairman of the Committes on the
Judiciary in his place, and suppose he is sbsent, or | should
have submitted this matter to him.

Mr. DOUGLAS. If it were the opinion of the Senate that it
is for the general good that all bills for the admission of new
States into the Union should go to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, I would not be tenacious. Ido not desire any de-
parture from the rogular practice of the Senate in behalf of
this bill. T do think, however, that the Senator from Geor-

i by
niversity of Ahhm
ad the first and second time '

Convention, and [
Territorial

gross from the delegates in that conveution; :
ence 10 that al, it will

for the formation of that commitice #i- |
ness of our territorinl inati I ree : |
the organition of the Territorial Committee, the fiest ques- |
tion that irose as to which was tho proper committoe |

the charge of a bill for the admission of a Btate into the Union,
went 1o & vote by yeas and nays, and the Seuate decided

=

reference Lo the i ;
mally deided by yeas and nays, that the Judiciary was the
proper cunmities for such s reference ; and I do not under-
stand tha! since that formal decision was made there hasbeen

Senator from [llinois, (Ms. Dovuras,) which was

exﬁin«l by the chairman of the Committes on the Judiciary.

. DOUGLAS. 1do vot say any

practice-aud docisions of the Senate. [ have merely stated that.
ission of Wisoonsin was refersed to the "Lerri !

, ‘wad reported back to the Senate by ot
miltes, and so became a law,
but s plain matter of record.
Mr. WESTCOTT (interposing) said : If my colleague
will allow me, I will suggest that the bill of 1846-'7, respect-
ing the admissiop of Wisconsin as a State, was reforred pro-
perly to the Judigiary Committee ; as, like thisbill, on it nrose,
as an original qpestion, the organization and establishment of
| the federal judigary of the State. 'That bill was conditional,
to have effect if the people ratified the constitution formed by
their Btate Cojvention. The people rejected it, adopted a new
mm&tulioqdd asked for admission under it. In 1847-'8
the only queston involved was principally of limits and houn-
daries, and thprefore the bill was properly referred to the Com-
| mittea on Teritori This question was expressly decided
by the Senat/ two years since, on a bill respecting Oregon
Territory, agl, if I am not mistaken, by yess and nays. 1

‘T'his is no cunjecture of mine,

any dmr:nm from this pragtice—not even in themaM‘the application of the people of New Mexico,
to by

mrydunml me in the Seoate Journal, where lluﬂjﬂ?ﬂllly the action of a committee constituted for the p
&..‘

hias heretofore been keing. sulcly a question in re-
gard to a matter of reference. I'he question ordinarily pre-
sented whon a bill is introduced fur the admission of a State
is one which involves only matters of detail in rd to that
of which the policy is already determined. But this bill
sents a question of policy, whether this Lerritory, compr;
within the limiis of our sequisition under the weaty with
Mexico, shall be organized into one or more territorial go-
vernments, or whether it sball be organized into a Mlﬁ-
verniment, This bill includes California and New Meaico,
and proposes W establish n Btate Government over eagh. The
people of one g:ﬂinn of the Territory have already applied to
Congress to organized into a Territorizl Government.
' Another portion have asked for a State Government, bat the
people of the Territory of New Mexico have already trans-
mitted to Cangress a petition which haes been presentod o the
Senate, and, if I mistake not, referred to a commities ; but, at
sll events, the question is now pending before the Benate, upon
whethar they
Now this ques-

shall have a Territorial Government or not.

o f tion of policy is a question, it appears 1o me, that is sppro-
thing of the fosmer | priate for the Commiitee on the Territories 'to coasider and I

reportiapon. It does not involve matters which requiro peeu-
fur
hich the Judiciary Committee is constituted. Ithink, there-
e, that, sside from any of the precedents which bave

; by thoss who are in favor of the réferspee to the
Committee or to the Territorial Cunmitvee, but
standing on the mere question itself, as an uied one, dis-
i all W, [ thiuk it is poculiurl?{uper that the

hieen site
Ju

bill should be referred to the committer whigh is conversant
with malters of this sort, and established for the consideration
of such subjects, rather than of legul questions arising out of
questions of palicy that havé been already scitled and de-
termined.

Mr. RUSK. I shall vota ngainst the reference of this bill
to the Committee on the Territories, and shall vote for its
reference to the Committee on the Judicisry 3 und I shall do
#0 without being influenced by any of those extraneous-cir-
cumstances or considerations which have been brought to
bear upon the question, and which have been urzed here; for
the reason that all the precedents for refarring bills of this de-

recollect a dbute oceurred on a motion by the 8 from
Ilinois (MryBrexse) 1o send the bill to the Jadiciary Com-
mittee, whi/h prevailed.

Mr. DOJGLAS. The Senator from Florida ie in error as
to these bils respecting Wiseonsin.  The bill of 1847-'8 pro-
vided for e organization and establishment of the State fede-
ral judicifry in Wiscopsin ; and the same propriety existed, if
any exisgd, for its reference to the Judiciary Committee as
with respect to the first.

Mr. YULEE. Admitting that the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Territories is correct, it is but precedent ngainst pre-
cedent ; pnd [ amegine that the question was not raised and
seriously decided by the Senate in reference to the Wisconsin
bill, butlt was raised and discussed, and finally decided upon
the yeas and nays, by the Senate upon another bill. If wo
aglmii th antagonistic precedent, it is but precedent against
precedent. And it does appear.to me more appropriate, ac-
cording b the view taken by the two honorable Senators who
are members of the Committee on the Judiciary, that the bill
should go to that committee ; and I shall certainly give my
vote for such reference.

Mr. DOUGLAS. In order to settle the question, I ssk
for the yeas and nays.

They were urdered.

Mr. KING. I bave not myself conceived it to be a malter
of primary imjportance whether the bill be referred to the Com-
mittee on Tewitories, or to the Committes on the Judiciary ;
nor have 1 examined the organization of the Committee on
Territories, © ascertain whetber the' gentlemen composing
that committee are posscesed of those legal acquirements which
are to enable them to decide upon questions involv- |

|

1

gin (Mr. Beanizx) bas overlooked st least one inst

which the Joarnal furnishes in regard to the reference of bills
of this class. T'he history of the ruls in regard to the refer-
ence of such bills, as I understond it, is this : For many years
the Territorial Committee had no existence in the Senate.
: There was a Committee on Territories in the House of Rep-
resentatives long before the establishment of such a commitiee
in the Senate, and in the other Houso it was the provinco of
the Territorial Committee to take charge of all bills of this
description. A# far as [ know, this practice has been uniform.
But, there being no Territorial Committee in the Senate, the
practice dhtained of refewring such bills to the Committee on
the Judiciary. And it was only a few months after the adop-
tion of the rule in the Senate for the establishmpent of the
Committee on Territories that the bill for the admission of
Towa (to which the Senator has alluded) was brought intothe
Senate. Last year a bill was passed for the admission of Wis-
consin inlo the Union ; and when that bill was under consi-

the present day. «| deration, without intending to infringe upon the former prac-

| tice of the Senate, I moved its reference to the Commitlee on
| Territories. The same objection was then made that has pow

been made, but (he motion prevailed, and the reference was
made. With the aesistance of one of the clerks I éxamined
the record on Saturday, and found that I did myseli make the
report upon which that bill was considered and passed. [ am
therefore compelled to say they the practice to which the Se-
*| nator from Georgia has referred was overruled, upon the last
reference by the Senate of a bill of this kind—the 1eference
having boen made to the Commitiee on Territories. 1 merely
state this withoul any feeling whatever,

Mr. BERRIEN interposed here, and read from the Senate
Journal, 29th Congress, 24 session, p. 200, the proceedings
by which the bill frem the House of Representatives for the
sdmission of Wisconsin was read the first acd segond time by
unanimous consent, and referred to the Commtttee on the Ju-
diciary. This (he said) was in 1847,

Mr. DOUGLAS, Yes, sir; [ admit that. But ths bill
to which I refer is the bill of 1848. If there is the least em-
barrassment about this in the minds of Scoators, and the Se-
crotary will bring in the record, it will be found that, when
the biil of 1848 for the admission of Wisconsin came in
from she other House, it went to the Committee on Territo-
ries, which afterwards upon it, and the bill passed.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia. If I remember distinetly
the proceedings in the cas: of the bill for the admiseion of
lows, the point was this. It depended on the character of
the question to arise out of the bill referred. The Seaate did
determine that matter affecting the organization of territorial
governmegts should be referred to the Committee on Territo-
riee.  But the bill now under consideration is for the admis-
sion of a State into the Union, which the ion
in a very different point of view. Soch a bill involves the
consideration of questions very different from those coming
before a committee called upon to organize a territorial gov-
srnment, T consider it exceedingly proper that this bill
should be referred to the Judiciary Committee, in accordance
with the decisions and practice referred 1o by my honorable
colleague, (Mr. Bennigs.) The Senator Niinois has
only established the point that the Senate hasn determined
that bills for the organization of territorial governments should
go to the Territorinl Committee ; but where it is to
admit a State into the Union, the question assumes a t
character, and should be referred to the Committee on the Ju-

diciary. [ consider it exceedingly that such bills
should be so reforred, in view of | character of the
questions which must arise upon their examination before the

ttee—questions respecting the nature and extent of the
to be conferred. The admission of a State into the
it seoms to me, involves the consideraiion of matters
much more delicate and responsible than those which pertain
to the organization of a territorial government. | am deci-
gallyh favor of referring this bill o the Commitiee on the

Mr. BUTLER. As chairman of the Judiciary Committes,
it may be expected that I should say something on the sub.
ject under discussion. The precedent referred to by the chair-
man of the Committee on Territories (Mr. Dovoras) was in
reference to the admission of Wi into the Union as o
State. That bill was referred to the Committes on Territo-

riea, but under such circumstances as to give the precedent
litle suthority. It is, by the scknow! of all,
devistion from the uniform usages of this body. [ was not

pressnt when this bill was passed into a law, and cannot
speak of the discusdon which may have taken place at the
lime.
a bill for
Minesota, and it was necessary to define the limits of the
State before the boundaries of the Territory could be indieated.
The matter involved in both those bills was so much alike as
to make n reference to the same coimittee not thea.
ory

that it in-

[ rocollect, however, that at the same time there was po

toforred 1o | o ompromise
| the country might be quietcd.
to be | failed. 1w it r

ing legal pn,inl!, and particulurly constitational quostions ; und |
I am inelined to think that questions of this character will be
raised by this bill. Itaink, therefore, it woulkd be eminently

roper that the bill sheuld go to the Judiciary Committee. 1
rmrn only state, in rgard to the practice of the Senate, that
during the twenty-fire years that 1 have been conversant with
the proceedings of this body, I have not known an instance,
and I befieve the Senate will bear me out in saying that
there hiag not been an instance, in which a bill for the sdmis-
sion of # State into the Union has not been referred to the
Committe: on the Judiciary. That has slways been consid-
ered the sppropriate committee to decide matters of this kind.
I am surprised to see a stroggle in regard to this reference. |
am surpried to see gentlemen o anxious to send the bill to a
committer to which it has not been usual to send bills of
this deseriotion, as if they were willing that the commiitee
which is lnown 1o be especislly qualified to decide upon the
important matters contained in the bill should be precluded
from taki:g cognizance of them. And I ask, why it is, when
there has seen no case, except the isolated case menti by
the hononble Senator from lllinois, of a reference to any
other tha: the Judiciary Committee, that there should be so
much anxety manifested 7 'Will Senators tell mewhy it is ?
Rir, in thr ease to which the Senator has alluded, there was
a.very eitraordinary decision made by the commities, and
sanctione. by the Congress of the United States. There was
a decisionmade by which they formed an additionsl State out
of territory that was set apart for five States. And if this
were dont by decision of the Committee on Territories, then,
and with the sssent and concurrence of the gentleman who is
chairman of that committee now, I would hesitate long be-
fore I woild send another bill of a similar character to the
same sommittee. [ am decidedly in favor of adhering to the
uniform jractice of the Senate which has prevailed ever since
the formsion of the Go t, and of Jing the bill to |
the Judicary Commillee, that it may nndergo the investiga- |
tion of grtiemen of profound legal attainments, i
Mr. DOUGLAS. I will simply remark to the Senntor |
from Alatama that if he had looked into the journals of the |

his twentv-five years’ experience, such hill had never been
sent to 1'e Commiltee on Territories. The reason is this,
there nevir was a committee on Berritorios-in existence.

A8 xiron. And never would have been but for the case
alluded te.

Mr. DOUGLAS. And never would have been but for that
cane ; and the reason why refercnces have since been made tothe
Committe on Territories is that there has been such commit-
tee singe. Now, I have not & word to say in reference to the
action of he committee in relation to the northwest territory.
The Sensior from Alabama says it would be wrong to send
the bill 1o the Committee on Territories, bocause he mys that
committec have violated their duty by making more than five
States out of that territory. [ wish the honorable
had listened to the remarks of the Senator from Georgia, who
told o that the measure came from the Judiciary Committee,
and not from the Committes on Territories.

It was by the bill as it came from the Judiciary Committee
that the territory was divided, and the Committes on Territo-
ries, ot the last session, only acted in deforence to the Judici:
ary Committes, and bowed to its decision. 1 therefore,
the honorable Senator will aim bis shafts at the Judiciary
Commiltee, and not at the Committee on Territories, and that
lu;llln m\:"diil:'ll, in regard to the facts.

r. . | While I stand opposed to every thing that
in caloulated to give governments to those territories during
the present sessioh of Congress, I shall nevertlelesa aim to
giummymmnilmpmdluhﬁﬂm-ndqzw
| reference ; angd it seems to me that the Committee on Terri-
tories is the proper committee to have coguizance of this sub-
jeet. 1 must say that [ should consider it very bad taste for
this expiring Administration to undertake to establish govern- |
monts over the territories. That is a matter which is be-

qmlh«lulz’llw o to the new and incoming Administra. |
tion. I k the 1s made at the Inst session of Congress
by the party now in er have been of by the
American that the result of the late clection is

peaple,

virtnally saying that they Jesire this vexed question to

|imonthuhlnh.ad¢u!‘u ulmmrmlldtlldr.i:]
| giving it that direction. There is but one qdestion involved |
in it, and that is the ieal question which has been |
the cause of so much excitement in this country. How do |
| he propose to settle it ' Will the J.
| port a bill that we can all concurin?  How is that committes |
composed ! One of its members is & Senator from Louisiana,

| ane from Georgin, another from Florida, and another.from | sent here, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, be- | contuined in the sid message, be referred

| South Carolina. Wil they report a bill that it is st all
| buble we can pass intoa law ' [ a we have no
| to expect any thing of the kind. The Committee on T\
tories in differently . The subject was before them
| lnst session. examined it in all ite parts, and in a spirit |
todlmnfﬁqnlihnwlhdi'
Organited as the committes

then was we then, to suppose that

i

Senate he would have found the reason why, in the course of the
present than Mexicans, I should have béen imprisoned for the |

scription, with the ption of one, are in fasor of referring
them to the Commiitee on the Judiciary. If the precedents
were equal, or if it were a new question, it serms to methere

should be no difficulty or hesitation in determining to which

committee the bill should be referred. But if precedents
have any influence,. we can have no hesitation, | the
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Judiciary, in the first place, and the Senate, subsequently,
allowed a part of the territory of Wisconsin under the'opera-.
tion of the of 1787 to be taken off, and hereafler—
as it will be in a sbort time—organized into a separate State *
In answering that ion, perhaps I am, in some measure,
answering the obj that has been made by the honorable
Senator from Indiana, When he speaks of the sectional cha~
] racter which, he says, characterizes the Judiciary Co "
| 8ir, in answering him as ehairman of the Committen
Judiciary, I shall state what took place in regard to that mat-
ter. When this question came up before the coramittee,
| (which, I beliove, was not orgamized with any sectional views,
| for alibough there are four gentlemen from the South and but
one fiom the North upon that‘commitiee, it is merely aeci-
‘-Jaul-!, and not the result of design in the nrgmintioa.‘} I
stood alone, sir, when it was proposed to tske off part of the
r Territory of Wisconsin and give it to the Territory of Mine-
| sota, to be formed, hereafier, into a separate Riate.
| Iam from thet part of the country whieh has observed, #o
r far as [ know, all the obligations of the ordinance of 1787,
or any other constitutional obligation ; but T then #ood aloue
on this question, and I ohject now, most solemnly object, to
| your taking one inch of this territory from under the operstion
of the ordinance of 1787, 8ir, [wtood alone in the committes,
and four ofits members werg against me, and had I not been
ﬁb::: m :ini':: ::ai rlwn the committee reported that bﬂs, and
e ] 2
| his carmber upon thal+-0g gt " Ao e o

| Benator from Alabsma, that all the precedents in relation to
! this matter show that the bill under consideration should be

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and that under
| the circumalunces it cannot be otherwise disposed of.

I cannot take my seat without making one remark in rela-
| tion to the Senntor from Illinoie, chairman of the Committee
on Territories. I believe that he has acted in good faith, so
far as concerna this question ;: and [ do him but jostice when
[ say that he has done all that he could do, comsidering his
peculiar local position, to settle the question which has shaken
our Union for many years past. foi

. But when my friend, the Senator from Indiana, chooses to
say that the Committee on tie Judiciary has been so orga
that a mojority of its members—all but one—are from the
South, I feel it incumbent on me to disclaim all intention or
design of unfairness, on the part of myselfor any other mem-
bers of the committee, twus: any section of the country, in
the organization of that ittee. That the committee is so
conztituted is an undoubted fact, but its constitution is purely
idental. When the commiitee wes organized I was in fa-

precedents in all cases of a similar nature, with but a single
exception, have been on the side of a reference o the Judi-
ciary Committee. '

A proposition is here made to introduee s Siate into this
Union, the proposed State not baving previously adopted a
constitution for itself. We propose, or rather it is proposed

vor of retaining a gentleman from the North, who was direct-
Iy opposed to us, becnuse he was a good lawyer, and I want-
ed the benefit of his counsel upon judicial matters, and T was
not disposed to forego that benefit because he hoppened to be
from the Northern section of this Union. Sir, repeat that £
believe there has been no designyin the organization of the

by this bill, to sdmit a State, snd leave it to the people of
that State hereafter to form a State constitafion conforming in
all respects to the requirements of the eonstitution of the
United States.
order of things. Congress has herotofore roquired from o
State applying for admission into the Union » State constitu-
tion, and they have carefully examined fo see if that constitu-
tion conformed to the requirements of the constitution of the
United States. This is 8 grave question ; for this bill pro-
poses to ‘make the of these territories an integral por-
tion of the people of this country. The Senator who has just
taken his seat draws an’ argument from the fact that New
Mexico has petitioned Congress for a goverament, and with
it has coupled a request that slavery shall bs excluded from
that territory. Now, the honorable Senator, before he tukes
this petition ss the foundation of an arguntent in favor of ac-
eeding to their request, should'examine how it originated. I
have made some little examination in relstion to this conven-
tion “that was held in New Mexico. I have not, however,
completed the examination, but as far as I luve gone the
facts in connesion with the so-called convention seemed to be
these : About forty or fifty persons, who have followed our
army into the Territory of New Mexico, are about all the Ame-
rican citizens that are to be found on this side of the Rio Grande.
These individuals, 1 understand, have had the principal
management in getting up this petition, the vbject of which,
with them, is twofold ; in the first place, to wrest from Texas
what is justly and legally and rightfully her dwe, that which
unquestionaldy belongs to her, and which bas not only been
defined to be her property by her own law, but which bas
been so recoguised by foreign Governments, and so recognis-

ed by the President of the United States and by the citizens |

of the United States. In order to effect this object, they
thought it necessary to appeal to a strong and excited party
in Congress, and hence this petition setting forth that they
desire to be freed from the institution of domestic slavery.
Now, with regard to the population of New Mexico, I have
some information. [ know, from the experience that I have
had, what sort of people these Mexicans are; and, by the
way, what [ have heard in relation to the person who figures
most conspicuoualy in this convention is not very cred tuble
to him. Ho has been acting there ss alcalde. Now, the al-
calde in Mexican jurisdiction bas almost the entire control
over matters of a judicial character. This individual left our
army, and endeavored st the outset of bis civic career Lo over-
tarn the established system which prevailed in that territory,
but in this he was not altogether successful. 1 have some
experience also in respect to popular conventions in that
country ; for [ remember T came nigh getting into the cala-
booss once for attending one of them. The manner of get-
ting them up is this. ‘The chief officer of the district collects
the principal citizens, and they hold what they calla * jonta.™
I remember that in 1835, shortly after | went to Texas, being
at Nacogdoches, I was called on to sttend onme of these
“j\lﬂlll“ or con’ i b" the alcald Certain qmlﬂtﬂ

were laid bofore us, and we were invited to express our opin- |
jons upon them. I expressed mine very froely, and after the |

meeling was broken up the alealde ordered me to be taken to
calaboose : and if there had pot been more Americans

mere expression of my opi And this is the sort of men
who are assuming to dictate to us ' Has it come fo this,
that, upon a question which has been agitated since the for-
mation of the Government, we must now be instructed by the

people of New Mexico how we are toact 1 rogret that the |

uestion has been dr into this debale ; but, without re-
?emm to it ut all, I shall vote for sending this bill to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, because [ believe that it involves
some very i t legal questions, such as should be inves-
tigated thoroughly before we act upon the bill.

Mr, BERRIEN. [ desire merely, befors the question is
taken, that the Senate should understand what has bech for-
merly done. The Committee on Terriuries was formed in
1844. The firat question that occurred was in regard to the
sdmission of lowa and Floride, upon the motion of Mr.
Evans, of Maine. The wae discussed whether the
bill should be referred, not to the Committee on Territories,
but to a select committee. Mr. Evand moved that the bill
should be referred to u select committee ; and, afier discgesion,
it was determined by the Senate that it should be referred 10
the Committee on the Judiciary. Though the Committee on
Territories was in_existence, and though a prope was
made to gbetract the bill from the Judiciary Commitiee, yet it
was not thought r by the Senate to do w0, That was in
1845. In December, 1846, the bill for the admission of

lﬂuwumdlﬁntmdmndlimnmlMlnlhth!

mittee on the Judiciary. That wastwo years after the Com-
mittee on Territories had been in existence.  In 1847 the bill
for the admission of W sin was rend a first and second
time and roferred 10 the Committes on the Jodiciary. This
was the third reference after the Territorial Commitiee bad
been in existence. At the last session the bill for the admis-
sion of Wisconsin was sent to the Commitfes on Territories.
There is o instance, therefore, of & reference to the Terri-
torial Committee in opposition to three distinet references to

the Judictiry Committee. i

Now, one word in reply to what was ssid by the chairman
of the Committee on Territories, in answar to the remark of
the Senator from Alshuma, that there had been a violation of
the ordinance of 1797, by parmilrln%a.l-hnnmlu-t of
States tobe lormed out of the Northwest than was pro-

sanction of the Committee on the Judiciary. Nos, I begtossy
that that was a bill passed by the House of tatives,

fore we knew that such a quention was made. The Commite

| tee on the Judiciary reported back the bill without smend- |
~ | mont, and without being aware, as far ns [ am informed, of |

the existence of the question suggesied by the Senator from
Alabama. The Benate is now l:dmnﬂ of the facte, nnd
it ean determine whether it will to its long-established

, or whether it will adbere to the isalated carc referred
to By the chairman of the Committee off Territories.

. President, T do not feel dizposed to enter into the die-
curkion of questions apart from the immediate question of tes
ference, but I think there is no Senator who Jooks upon this
bill with attention, and considers the extrdordinary character
of the measires which it to adopt, and who reflecw
upon the imporiant and constitutional ions noces-

involved in the of the bill, who will hesitate
that there is a manifest

propriety in referring it to the

Commillee on the Jadiciary. ‘
Mr. BUTLER. One word, Mr. President, concerning
the bill passed at the last sesdflon,

bama hias asked how it happened that the Committee on th.

-

This, it appears to me, is changing the entire |

Tho Renator from Al

Judiciary C , mor that any unfaimess towards any
section of this Ution is to be apprehended from its organi-
| zation,

It is a very strange proceeding, when we speak of organiz-
ing a government for Californis, that the Federal Governmeut
in Congress sssembled, in making the deed conferring the
power of government upon her for the first time, shall be
the creating snd regulating power. This, sir, is establish-
ing a precedent never known befores- [ have always under-
stood, heretofore, that a State came here to ask admiesion in
| our Union, clothed with all the attributes of sovereignty ; but
| we are assuming the power of making the State—muking the
| deed which is o confor the power of government, and giving

it & certain charscter. This is establishing, as I have said, a
| precedent heretofore uokuown in the history of the Federal
(Government.

I have found myself, contrary to my intention and my rule,
! betrayed into remarks of this kind ; but I have been actuated
| by no wish to draw invidions distinctions between the Com-

miltee on Terrilories and the Committee on the Judiciary, I
 stated the fact that I stood alone on the proposition to take
a part of the Temitory of Wisconsin apd organize from it the
Territory of Minesola, and gentiemen may look over the list
and see who constituted that committee. | will repeat, that,
| had I been ju the Senate when that bill was passed, you would
have heard mv voice here as well as in the committee.

Mr. NEI..‘ES.BM:-. President, | sgree with the Senator from
Georgia (Mr, saRinx) that all bills for the ion of
States inlo this Union i]t)ri'jl' have been, snd always ought to
be, referred to the Committes on the Judiciary. I do not

| think that any body can beso blind as not to perceive and un-
derstand the real character of this bill. It i8 a territorial bill,
but under a different name : nothing more nor less than that.
| Certaiuly no Senator can contend that the Senate has any
| eonstitutional right to go into a territory comprising six bhun-
| dred thousand sjuare miles and a foreign populstion of forty
| thousand souls, with no civil organization whatever, and or-
| ganize a State Government. The admission of s State into
| the Union supposes the existencs of a political organization ;
bot here there is pone. This is a territogial bill, and in that
view [ shall voie for its reference to the Uommittee on Terri-
tories.

For one, [ shall not be asleep with reference to the sugges-
tion of the SBenator from Indianu (Mr. Brieur) to postpone

| the consideration of this subject, wnd the exciting question
| connected with it, till the next session of Congress. [ am'
| ready to meet that question now—a g which the coun-
[ try expects us to meet, and which cannot be dodged either one
| way or the other. 1 shall, therefore, vole for the reference to
| the Committee on Territories.

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, [ move as an amendment to
| the motion before the Senate to strike out the word ** Territo-
' ry,” and inserl the word ** Judiciary,"”

Mr. BUTLER. It will amount to the same thing. Never
mind ; let il go as it is.

Sxvrmar Sexarons. Yes, yes; Jetit remainas it s,

Mr. YULEE withdrew his amendment. ’
| The question was then taken on the motion to refer the bill
| to the Commitiee on Territories, and resulted as foliows :

YEAS—DMessrs. Allen, Alhuﬂla. Baldwin, Bradbury,
| Breese, Bright, Cameron, Clarke, Clayten, Corwin, Davis,

of Mussachusetts, Diek: Dix, Dodge, Douglas, Feleh,

Fitz 1d, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Niles, Sturgeon, U
i llkr’ ' n e urg pham,
NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Berrien,
gmp‘m.knmr . Oulbou“_ n, gl'ii. of Mississi Downs,
itz ‘oote, , Hunter, Jol E
‘ Johu e(‘l-n-iaiu. Johuson, of Georgis, King, Metealle,
Penrce, Ruik, Turney, Underwood, Westeott, Yulee—25,

So the motion was not agreed to.
On motion of Mr. BERRLEN, the bill was then referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

BRANCH MINTS.

Mr. WESTCOTT remarked to the Senate that, at the
 last session of Congress, a bill for the establishment of branch
'mints of the United States st New York and Charleston,
| South Carolina, was lost in the Senato by s small msjority.
' Being one of that majority he moved a reconsideration of the
| wute ; which motion for reconsideration had never beon ncted
-mdbr&.::.‘l:;\ ;khndmbginmnu he
would, upon vorsble opportunity, move that the
Senate proceed 1o the consideration of m%ym
[ RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED.

Mr. DOWNS submitted the following resolution, which
'.nlnmﬂdsmdhumcomm:s 10 :

Resotved, That the Committee on Finanee be instrneted

| inquire into the expediency of establishing & mint in the gold
region of California, to eoin the gold offered by Ameriean i~

tizenn at such rate ux would the expenses , and re-
munerste the Government for the use or on the mine-
ral lands belonging to the United States the smme shall

| be sald.
{ Mr. ATHERTON submitted the foljowing resolution,
| which was considered and agreed to :

Re IT'hmt s0 much of the messge of the President of
‘ the United States narelates toa tarifl ol duties on imports, to the
! eollcetion, eustody, and disbursement of the ic moneys, to
| the estsblishment of n beaneh mint in Cali ia, and the re-
| vennes of the Federal Government generally, be o
| the Committee on Finance,
| Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolution, which

war considered and o

agreed $
Committee ro- | vided for by that ordinance, snd that this received thedeliberate | Rerofved, That w0 much of the President’s message as

re-
| lates to the graduation and reduction of the priee ol r—
| lie lands, and nt ion rights

other matiers M"K?ﬂ"ﬁ"w of t?o:.mo hnh’n
on the Publie Lands. 0

RAILROAD ACROSS THE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA.
| Mr. BENTON moved that the Senate proceed to the con-
sideration of the specisl order, being the bill to make com-

tion for the transportation of troops and for a
‘E-ihdlbu.w the isthmus of Panama g motion

| was agreed to,
| that bill has been very fully

wince,
| the uen of ite

in

thrie city and many hout the country.
1 e i e SR o i v 4o baidig
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